


LETTER Il. 


Hean-guanrenrs, Furnes, 9, Sept. 1793- 


Defeat of the Gentine, Bom Cofgunt Retreat from Dunkirk. 


ALAS, and alack ! ‘all the fat’s in the fire! 
From Dunkirk in hafle, we’ve been forc’d to retire. 
The French from the place made a defp’rate fortie, 
Tho’ we verily thought that it never could be, 
For fo quiet thofe crafty Republicans feem’d, 
That of fuch a misfortune no mortal had dream‘d. 
Nay, we fully expeéted each moment, dear Luce! 
0’ Meara would fend out a trumpet and truce. 
But paddy kept {nug till he found that Houcuarp 
Was able to offer old Freyrac his card. 
No languagé can f nt all our grief and furprife, 
And forrow at once open’d ev’ry man’s eyes. 
E’en J-HN-T-NE, who all things can prove upon paper, 
Perceiv’d at wrong end we had lighted the taper, 
O thou! who fo well with thy pencil didft trace 5 
Each approach that we made to this d—mn--ble place! 
Tie crape ‘round its top, as it marks our retreat, 
And thews where we made the beft ufe of our feet. 
And:no more fhall mock baiteries* throw pellets of bread, 
Sake cannitter-thot at your nice powder'd head ! 

% a a te at eae sae ss ya Prime Minifier has ick asin 
to chafe a butterfly ; and it was a favorite amufement at head-quarters 


to open batteries with cherry-ftones, or pellets of bread eee: Q- 
M. G. whole good nature was proverbial, 
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Nor Hwe8t, nor Cobre, pull fmoke in your 
; gee yes, 
Till tir’d with their wit from the table you rife. 
But let me my fenfes colleé&, to relate 
What occafion’d this dreadful reverfe in our fate, 
Our ears were annoy’d by a brifk cannonade*! 
And Freytac in hafte fent, imploring our aid ! 
So we order’d fome horfe and our premier brigade, 
But the French, ere their rout they'd purfu’d half a mile, 
Sallied forth from the place in a fpirited ftyle! ’ 


* Early in the morning, on the sth of September, Ficld Marfhal Frey 
vtAG made a fuceefsful attack upon the French poft of Ernecke, on the 
river Peene, taking prifoners § officers, and 60 rank and file. On the 
6th, the Republicans advancing from their camp on Mons Cuffel, and. 
their troops in garrifon at Bergues, at the fame time fallying forth, af- 
faulted the Hanoverians at Wormbout and F/quelberg ; and pouring down 
with a fuperiority of numbers, which at length became irrefiflible, care 
ried thofe pofts, ultimately poffeffing themfelves of Bambecke, Poperingts 
and Roufbrugge. A heavy cannonade continued all that day, and an 
aid-de.camp, from Freytac, was difpatched to convey to his Royal. 
Highnefs the unpropitious tidings, The troops in camp were accoid~ 
ingly ordered under arms; about two o’clock in the evening, the guards’ 
_ palling Lefferinckboucke, were procecding, as they imagined, to fupport 
the covering army, but a brifk fire commencing from the batteries om” 
the right banks of the canal, it was found that the troops in garrifon, 
(aware of Houcuarn’s fuccefs) had fallied forth, and the brigade coun- 
termarching, was ordered to its former ground, The Auflrian regi- 
ments of Colliredo and Yordis, with the 14th Britith infantry, were then’ 
_ engaged moft brifkly, and the firing continued without intermiflion for 
a moment, till it was nearly dark. The French, when they began to 
waver, were preffed with fo much fpirit and fuccefs, that they precipi- 
tately retreated towards the town, and were followed up fo clofely, that 
had not their purfuers been recalled, they muft have enter’d Dunkirk 
with them, both parties having reached together, the creft of the glacis, 
‘Then was the want of | the long-looked-for fleet Severely felt, for the French 
gon hoats {wept off. Br at aumbers ‘of the allies expoted upon the ftrand 
to their inceffant fire, 

taveay t 


ct 4 ' ; 
: 


g 
r 


7 
a 


( go J 
Which oblig’d us to bé€kon®he Guards bilek afflin, 


And Freytac was left his own ground to maintain. 
Difturb’d at our dinner, we haiten’d to fee, 

What the end of this popping was likely to be. 

Like lions! our troops fought, and foon made them fly, 
Tho’ not without lofs to themfelves by the bye. 
Moncrier was the firft who lay ftretch’d on the fand; 
Moncrier, who for valour ! our praife muft command. 
Next Marcuat, a foldier moft highly efteem’d, 

And juftly a lofs to the family deem’d, 

But peace to the manes* of thofe who are dead, 

A tear for their fate we have forrowing fhed ! 


* Colonel Moncrier was killed in his exertions to keep the gun 
boats in awe by the field pieces of the troops engaged ; and Captain 
Maxcuat, an Hanoverian aid-de-camp, was ‘mortally wounded, when 
conveying orders from his Royal Highaefls, Enfign M‘Donatp of the 

g7th loft his life by a chance-fhot, when on duty in the batterics, Captain 
Garni, Lieut. M‘Kensiz, and Enfigns Erxincton, Surru, and 
Witztams, with volunteers Day and M‘Grartn of the igth regiment, 
‘were wounded, A ferjeant, and g rank and file, were killed. “A fer- 
jeant, drummer, and 36 wounded. The other regiments of General 
| AzsErckomsie’s brigade were but little expofed, the g7th having only 
3 privates wounded, and the 531 four. The Auftrians fuffered. more fe, 
verely, they loft, according to their own returns, 150 men in killed and 
wounded, — 

Freyrac, crofling the river Y7fer, fell back that night upon Hondt. 
choote, keeping the right flank of his army appuyéd to a branch of the 
canal running from Furnes to. Bergues, while his left extended to Ley/ele- 
His Royal Highuefs Prince Avot puvs, and the Hanoverian field mar- 
fhal, were, during their retreat, botb wounded, and for a few 
moments inthe hands of the Republicans ; fuppofing a patrole of their 
own cavalry ) was in their front, they had entered the village of Rexpoede 
then in the enemy’s poffeffion. _ They were foon, however, extricated 
from their perilous fituation, | by a detachment of the troops under the 
command of general WAuMoprn. FRrxTAc’s wound, though not by » 
any means fevere, obliged him to retire from the feene of ation, Very 
little firing was heard until the evening of the 7th, when the French ad- 
vancing once again, were in their turn repulfed, a the 8th, Houcharn 
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We all ware that day in a great confternation, 

And each loft his wonted profound penetration ! 

Ye Gods, we exclaim’d, all our wifhes are croft, 
Our hopes at an end, and the town muft be loft. 
Then orders* were giv'n that the fiege fhould be rais’d, 
Anda meafure fo prudent, moft highly was prais’d. 


having received the laft detachment of thofe reinforcements, which, by 
coaches, wagons, cabriolets, and carts, all put in requifition for the pur- 
pofe, had been difpatched from Lille, Cambray, Douay, drras, in short, 
from every fortrefs in the north, poured down ex maf, and forcing the 
centre of WALMopeEN’s line, (that General, then commanding in the ab- 
fence of field marfhal Frey tac,) obliged him, with a lofs which never 
has been afcertained, to fall back upon Buifeamp, On the 6th, 7th, and 
8th, the returns of killed, wounded, and mifling, in the Covering Ar« 
my, amounted nearly to 8,4co men. 'One regiment, which had been 
in the morning of the 8th complete in officers, returned from the field 
‘of battle, in the evening, commanded by a junior enfign, The late Sir 
Wrirram Exsxinx, with a part of his brigade of beavy cavalry, wae 
ftationed near Hond{choote. His troops, however, owing to the nature 
of the ground, were not engaged, Cheng difmounted, and formed ready to 
a& as infantry. 

* The moment that intelligence of the entire defeat of the covering 
army was received, orders were iflued to the befieging army to retreat, and 
shofe orders were productive of more confufion than had perbaps before 
been ever witnefled. A very infufficent number of carts and horfes were, 
with difficulty, procured to carry off the baggage, All the heavy pieces 
of ordnance that had been fent out from England, amounting in the 
whole to nearly 40 iron guns of a callibre, to carry balls of 24 pounds 
weight, with an immeénfe quantity of amunition, were abandoned to 
the enemy; however great the ncceflity for this prompt retreat, Lieut. 
Col. Concrive, who commanded the artillery, gave it as his decided 
Opinion, that, with perfeét fafety, it might have been deferred for four 
and twenty hours, in which time he would have undertaken the removal 
of thofe gus. The rulers of the French nation were, however, of a very 
different opinion; a ‘HovenAap, novwithftanding his fuccefs, was 
guillotined for wot pouring dowa upon the befiegers, and driving them 
into the fea, alter he handled fo roughly the forces pofted to prote& 
them. About 1 min » on the 8th of September, the Duke of Yorx’s 
army was in Phas: and the creeking carts had been {0 over-loaded, 
that the horfes could j dra them from the camp: at. a fnail’s 
be oe See 28, aking fo frequently, that it was long 


( oe ))| 


Helter fkelter the baggage was pack'd up in hafte, © 

On the backs of the mules quick their burdens were 
plac’d; BR trit 

And all the fufs that enfued, to deferibe, would require 

The aid of the nine, and Apollo's own lyre. 

2 

How the French muff have caper’d next day, when. 
they found 

All the guns, wine, and baggage, we left on the ground. 


, 


before the column could be faid to have gained ground. Near Leffirin- 
ebouke the whole was fome time detained, waiting for the third regiment 
of guards, which had been, as well as the loyal emigrants, on piquet.at 
the village of Ycteghem. Upon the arrival of that battalion, and’ the 
picquets on duty ja the batteries, the troops renewed their tedious 
march. So much were they delayed by baggage-waggons_ ovcr- 
turning, and the various other circumflances, that they were the 
whole night traverfing a diitance of barely, eleven mies. Had they 
been attacked in. that fituation, the refult mufl have been unforiu- 
mate, though the Republicans might not have been able exadly to have 
driven them into the ocean, for they would have contended with men 
who would, at that moment, have fought them defperately, The rear- 
guard was condugted by the. late Sir Wizi1am Exsxine; and the lofs 
of the baggage fell chiefly upon the cavalry under his command. That 
brave veteran exerted himfelf, on this trying occafion, to the utmoft ; 
and no man could have poficffed, in a higher degree, the confidence and 
good opinion of his troops. He had, at that time, ferved in thirty-five 
campaigns, without ever receiving the flightc wound, though his perfon 
‘Was upon every occafion as much expofed as that of the private foldier, 
_ Between Adinkercke and Furnes, the army halted on the gth of Septem- 
ber. The baggage was then ordered to Olend, and fo much was dread~ 
ed the confequences of this unfortunate retreat, that the military cheft 
had been carried on board a frigate in that port, and preparations were 
made toebark the jtores there alfo, Several of the battemen then pro= 
cceding with their carts and Joaded horfes, were overtaken by the tide, 
and loft theirlives; and many, who themfelves efcaped, were unable to 
fave, from the advancing waves, the property with which they were en- 
tralted : while thofe who in fafety hed Oltend, were, for fume 
range and unaccountable reafon, refufed admitrance to the town. 
_ It was at the time reported, and in general it is new belicved, that 
the Duke’s army, from the tmehis Royal Highnefs left Prince Co~ 
“movie, to undertake that fiege, for ever to be gricvonfly lamented, loft, 
cre the retreat was made fecure, by fever, the fire of the cucmy, and 
other misfortunes, at leaft 10,0co men, 
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LETTER IV. 


Heap Quarters, Menin, OG. 5, 1799- 


A Council of War.—Intrepid Determinations.—-Beaurs ev feises upon Menin. 
A fettled Calm fueceeds a threatened Storm. 


‘ * 
TO and ffo’ tofs'd,* like waves by each oppofite wind, 

We are fettled at length, much to ev’ry man’s mind. 

Tobe fure, we have had a moft terrible daace, 

To efcape from thefe devils incarnate of France; 

But the tables are turn’d, brighter profpeéts appear, 

As Lucy, well pleas’d fhall, and prefently, hear : 

At Thorout alarm’d by this dreadful narration, 

That Mynheer, foundly thrafh’d, had abandoned his 

ftationt, 


™ To‘add to every other unfortunate circumftance attending the re- 
treat from Dunkirk, Admiral Macarine arrived at Furnes the very day 
the Duke’s army had encamped near that town, fo that the fleet had ap. 
peared in fight exa€tly at the moment when all qwas /off, and it could not 
poflibly have been of any fervice. 

The army was in motion at four o’clock in the morning, on the Toth 
of September; and took up frefh ground. On th © 21th, intelligence 
arrived of an attack having been made upon Ypres ; and the troops pro- 
eceded to the relief of that fortrefs, but they Nad fcarcely reached 
Furnes, when an aid-de-camp brought intelligence, that the French had 
abandoned their enterprize, in confequence of a fuccefsful attack which 
the Auftrians, under General Beautrev, had made upon their pofts 
near Lille. On the 12th, the Duke’s army moved towards Dixmude; 
and late at night onthe r4th, formed en Bevouac near Thorout, having 
onthe march becn joined by the roth, 57th, and @ detachment from 
the 42d regiment from Oftend. 

" + A general attack was made upon the Prince cf Onanee’s pofts 
along the river Lys, on the 1gth, and without making byiny means 2 
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Not conceiving it prudent or fafe to. remain, ba | 

From Menin he fled, fcow’ring over the plain; 

Which proves ‘tis a falfe and ridiculous notion, 

That a Dutchman refembles @ /nai/ in his motion. 

’Twas thought, on this news, we fhould have a debate, 

Soa council was held in the Chamber of State ; 

Some voted to Bruges to march, ftend, 

Thinking all we -. hope, was thofe towns to defend; 

But Sir Wuiearofe, with a fleady grave . aha! 

Apd faid, “ De ye ken this fame Menin’s a place 

Of the utmoft importance, and troth I advife, 

That we march, and thofe d——n’d Sons of Licence 
chaftife. 


Aw our laurels by this, we at once fhall regain : 
Having teld ye my mind, lads, I'll fit down again.” 


proper refiftance, the Dutch troops abandoning Menin, fell back upon 
Bruges and Ghent. 

So greatly had the panic fpread, that they took the horfes from their 
guns, and gallopped off in flraggling parties, in a molt irregular and uo- 
foldier-like manner, Their flight through Courtray alarmed the inha- 
bitants, and many of them naturally conceiving that the French were at 
the heels of their defenders, abandoned their property and fled to Bru- 
ges, where the commandant, finding the Dutch troops pafling through 
the town, ordered the Ghent gate to be clofed, and by that means de~ 
tained. them ia his. garrifon._ A cornet of their cavalry carrying 
the flandard of his regiment, was met alone on full gallop along the 
Chauffée, leading from Courtray to Bruges, by a Britith aid-de-camp, 
who with difficulty prevailed upon him to check his f{peed, and relate | 
the reafon of his unaccountable _ appearance. “ Venture not further,” 
faid the valiant. flandard bearer, “© for we have been driven by a fupe~ 
* rior force from’ Menin; and the French mutt by this time be in pof- 
“ feffion of Courtray; for my part,” he added, “ I fhall certainly pro- 
* ceed to Slups in Holisnd, for all is loft, and there is now no nearer 
place of fafety.”* ‘It is alfo a notorious faé&, for the narrator was a 
witnels to it, that a oficer, finding himfelf enclofed within the walls 
of Bruges, came pa endisegsting: to the ns of the commandant, 
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Permiflion to fpeak, which was not countermanded. 
“Twas a pity,” he faid, “* it appear'd to him plain, \ 
Our Allies were unable their poft to maintain : 

But, we fure might retake it, or let it alone, 

He was much at a lofs which was bef to be done; 

In fhort, what shells think proper to do, 


Was furely the properef plan to purfue,” 
Wana J@inGr@ ey Pr-ce J-un, nay wall, toa man, 
Declar’d he had ftruck out a wonderful plan. 
The , then triumphantly rofe from his feat, 
‘And faid, “ 'tis refoly’d—we'll the enemy mect.”’ 
After which each man preffing his couch for the night, 
In dreams gather'd laurels and /har’d in the fight. 
Pr-cz J-nn, ina very great flyle, the next day, 
The orders gave out, and the troops march’d away.* 
But we heard, when our line had to Rouffelair drawn 
. near, 
The roaring of cannon, diftin&ly and clear. 
° : + j 
and, rifum tencatis, fallingon his knees before him, requefted that thé 
gates might be again thrown open, and himfelf be fuffered to efcape ! 
* On the sgth, at day break, agyecable to the determination of the 
council held at Thorout; the troops were under arms, and advanced to- 
wards Rouffélair, in order to co-operate with General Beavvreu to re~ 


take Menin, and the different pofls abandoned by the Dutch, Lieutenant 
General Erbbach, with 4 battalions of Aulrian and Heflian ‘infantry, pre- | 





calle 


* seeded by 4 fguadrons of Britith cavalry, pufhed on | to Ledegheim ; and 
Prince Cosounc, by thé falfof Le & agate place furrendered at 
Gifcretion on the 7th of September, aft to had defeated the French 
with a lofs of 3000 men, gop of cannon, near Villiers en Cou= 


cbie, being enabled to path on towards Lille with a large body of troops; 
it was determined to attack the Republicans i in every direction, af once, 
and force them tc  re-crofs seas. oy 
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And fougd to our joy, my dear Lucy I ewn, 
From Brau teu,* thy champions equality, flown. 


* Early in the Morning, on the 15th of September, the French, to 
the number of, from 12 to 14,000 men, advanced fram Wevelgbem jo Bil- 
feghem, attacking brifkly the advanced pofts on the left of Beays1ay’s 
army ; that General, however, by difpatching {peedy reinforcements, Bree 
vented the poft of Bifigbem from being forced; when the Republicans 
had recourfé to their vunierous train of heavy artillery, endepyopring, by 
a tremendous canndnade, to difludge the Aultrians from theiy pofition be- 
hind the Eawterberg. At that moment their left flank was turned by a 
corps of Auftrian infantry, led on by Captain Matxsaam of the regi- 
ment of BeauLtev, who immediately ag Le difcbarge of 
cannon and of mufquetry, with fuch cflect, that ‘began to wayer, 
and Beautirv, with the main body of his army, charging them in 
front, they fled pregipitatcly, They were purfued to the very gates of 
Menin, and abont four o’clock in the afternoon, the Auftrians attacked 
the place with their heavy guns and howitzers, at the fame time affailt- 
ing the ramparts at the gate of Rouffelair: the enemy, without any fur- 
ther refiftance, evacuating the town, re-paffed the Lys, leaying behind 
them, at the bridge, a weak rear-gnard. The Impcrialifts thea ene 
tered Menin at the gate of Courtray, and General Erbach arriying with 
his corps, they crofled the river, when two of the Bris {quadrons 
joined the Auftrian Hnffars in purfuit of the Republicans towards Roneq, 
Besursey Jolt ja this affair about toc men, great numbers of prifoners 
were taken from the French, with artillery and ammunition waggons, 
and jn killed and wounded they mutt have fyfigred feverely, while great 
numbers were drowned in their endeavours to repafs the Lys. 

Qn the a6th, the Duke of Yox’s army was in motion, and 
palling throygh the town, encamped near Menin, when the picquets 
were again advanted to Werwicke, . 

Prince Cosoure wifhing to clofe his operations for the ycar with the 
reduftion of Maubexge, fucceeded on the 29th of September in palling 
the Sambre, and in driving into the entrenched camp, furrqunding 
the walls of that fortrefs, all the adyanced picquets of the enemy. 

The different columns of his army were in motion at day-break; 
Cratarair’s crofled the river at Berlaimont, and meeting with yery lix- 
tle refiflance, took up a pofition. meric, between Aulaojs and Be 
champs. General Count Conse epy’s palled over at Pout and Hatiy 
mont; and furprifigg the French comp near St. Remi Malberi, sook pot 
fefion of their tents, baggage, and g pieces of artillery : unable to purfue 
them, owing to thé natere of the ground, only p few meg were taken 
prifoners, and not aboye 100 killed and wounded. The Avflrians of 
between Hawmont and the Bois de Beaufert, 


that column ex 







‘In another digeétion, (above Maubenge) General Dx 1,4 Tour's cor 
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So we took up our ground without firing a fhot, 
And fafely and fnugly poffeffion have got. 
For atime, our good fortune I fcarce could believe, 
As appearances often the fenfes deceive : 
But ye Gods! we enjoy once again, it is true, * 
Thofe pleafures we heretofore knew at. Eftreux ! } 
Good living, found port girl, and nothing to do. 
When retreating from Dunkirk, we felt very fore, 
But our crefts are ere&ted as high as before. 
At Head- ~Quariggs a feldzeug appears in each hat, 
Tho’ faith we've but little pretentions to that; 
For a feldzeug was never retreating obtain’d, 
But points out the champion who conque/ts has gain’d. 


French camp by furprife, near Reguipnies ; the troops in their purfuit of 
the Republicans, killing goo men, according to Lord Excun’s flate- 
ment. This column then took upa*polition near Cerfontaine, oceupying 
alfo the Bois de Bonpere, near Roxfies; and its left flank extending be- 
yond Ferriere Jz pe:ite, communicated with the corps commanded by 
Count Corterevo. A fourth column advancing from Céarleroi, under 
Colonel Secxenporr, formed, without much oppofition, near Collerct, 

‘Thus, with alofs of only 50 men, in killed and wounded, the invefti- 
ture of Maubeuge was happily effected. * 

On the 14th of September, an attack was made by the French upon 
the Duke of Brunswick's pofition near Pirmafens. By a very judicious 
maneeuvre, the Pruffians furrounded their affailants, when gooo men 

jd their arms, and furrendered themfelves as prifoners of war, 
The Duke then pufhing forwards, furprifed a French camp at Bitche, 
And burnt their tents and baggage found there. ‘The attacks made by the 
enemy, were that day, asufual, general ; and they were in every direc. 
tions defeated. The regiment called the Sass Culottes, was cutto pieces by 
a detachment of the corps commanded by General Count Kankrurta. 

The Spaniards had alfo obtained a decided viétory, near Truillas, on 
theaed. The Republicans having, at feven in the morning, commenced 
the attack with an army amounting to above 20,000 men, divided into 
five columns. They were repulfed and defeated by the Spanith cavalry, 
and the corps of infantry, commanded by Count de la Union, and Don 
‘Suan Courten, with a lofs, eftimated inthe Madrid Gazettes, at between 
§ and 6,000 men, including 1500 prifoners, with ten pieces of cannon, 
feveral cart loads of {mall arms, and a great quantity of baggage. 
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Thank my flars, "tis now fix’d when we clofe this came 
paign ; 

The family a// vifit England again. 

Together, dear Lucy, we then fhall enjoy 

Thofe pleafures of London which never can cloy. 

En attendant adieu, may dull hours pafs away, 

Quick as thought flies, for lovers but ill-brook delay. 


P.S. ‘ There are,” I can fearcely believe, but am told 
There are, ** who our /ecrets pretend to unfold. 
And Sir J-m-1£ forgot, as they daringly fay, 

To order the tranfports in harbour to flay. 

He dire&tions, I own, had receiv’d to detain 

The fhips till he heard from St. James's again. 
Andtho’ to be fure when arriv’d at Oftend, 

His orders he did not immediately fend, 

From this petite diftra@ion he rous’d on the road, 
And fent off a poft-boy to Popam’s* abode. 

Nor was it his fault all the tranfports had fail’d, 
Having much to remember, his memory fail'd.”” 


* Licut. Pornam, Agent of transports at Oftend, 
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to gall’d Withers, no torment they feel 

From af as fair Jane ery’d when fkinning an Fel, 

And warbles and fwellidgs ’ twere folly to heed, 

As long as r're fturdily pleas'd to proceed. 

As to me, I feel happy xew worlds to explore, 

And traverfe 1ofe lands I may traverfe no more. | 

For trav'ling, + we're told, gives new force to the ‘mind, 

And pleafure s well as eerie. we find, 
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As our lot was the pofts on the Lys to defend, 

We conceiv'd, as I hinted, our labours would end. 

For the Carmagnols all, are more eafily led, 

Againft b/ue and orange, than Britifh {pun red. 

But our Horfe were demanded by Cosourc the great! 

As the fate of Maubeuge became doubtful of late. 

So we forwarded kindly, our infantry too, 

That the one might difperfe, and the other purfue. 

(The dragoons, by the bye, were the forces he wanted, 

That the foot would be welcome, we took it for granted.) 

And* packing them off without further delay, 

They halted at Camphain, to breathe by the way. 

Then our route we purfuing, reach’d Englefontaine, 

Where the news we receiv’d made each breaft throb with 
pain, 

The dinner was ready at ves by the clocks, 

And _/ix at the leaft, by the ftomach of F#-x. 

‘When tidings were brought that the knives, forks,» he 
plates 

Were delay’d by fome ill natur’d prank of the fates; 

And a duft cover’d Kaifer reported + Chammrait, 

Had been brifkly attack’d, and was fore’d to give way, 


* 'The movement of the army from Menin, took place at day break 
on the roth of Ofober,the troops were that night cantoned at Eftabourg, 
Pecg, and other villages towards Tournay ; on the rith they “were cn- 
camp’d on the plains of Cifoine near Campbain, and haiting till the 14th, 
marched and were cantoned at St, Amand; on the 15th they were en. 
eamp’d at Soltain near Valencitnnes, and on the 16th they ‘took up a 
pofition near Englefontaine, between Le Que/moi and Landrecies, previ- 
oufly occupied by fome Auftrian Regiments which were advanced to 
reinforce CLAIRFAIT. 

_ + The Anftrians, compofing Cia1Rvart’s chintome had ‘been. incef- 
er engnsed from the 13th, and panes repulfed. set flaughter, 
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That the fiege would moft likely, e’re morning, be rais‘d! 

At this you may fancy we all were amaz’d. 

None can ftate what affliftion had follow’d I’m fure ; 

But the found of a waggon effetted a cure, 

For the waggon contain’d the knives, forks, fpoons, and 
difhes, 

And dinner foon follow’d to crown all our withes, 

Our places we took, and each man had his fhare 

OF ven'fon,* mock turtle, foups, turbot, and hare. 

No more did we think of Maubeuge or CLairFalt, 

But drank off our wine, and retir'd till next day. 

‘Two boys on a plank you muf often have feen, 

This pois’d high in air, on the ground that has been: 


and a lofs of 12 pieces of cannon, the Republicans renewed their affaults 
with freth troops, favoured by an impenetrable fore, (La Haye 
a’ Avefnes ) the tkirts of which they had defended by numerous pieces of 
heavy artillery, : 

Againft the left of Gen, Craixrarr’s corps, their efforts were di- 
reéted, and after having been repeatedly driven from the village of War~ 
. tigweis, they ultimately pouring down en Mafiz, carried and maintained 
the poft. All communication between this column, and that commanded 
by Gen, De la Tour, obferving the entrenched Camp near Maubeugey 
being thas cut Off, Prince Conounre thought it expedient to abandon 
totally his enterprife, and raife the fiege; accordingly at nigit, on the 
18th of Oétober, the Auftrians croffing the river, took up a pofition on 
the left banks of the Sambre. Twenty four pieces of heavy Cannomand 
two Howitzers were taken by the Auftrians, in their feveral engagements, 
the fyftem of defending guns, has, indeed, been long exploded by the — 
French, for they at all times think themfelves repaid for the lofs of their 
Artillery by gaining a few additional thots at their opponents; conti- 
nuing therefore to fire till the /af moment, they frequently abandon their 
field pieces. ~ 9 

Crarrrarr ioft at leaft 2000 men {in killed and wounded—It was ree 
ported confidently at the time, that, when the different corps of Auftriy 
ans were in motion, the French dreading the confequences of a general 
attack which they conceived Prince Cosourc to have meditated, abany 
doned their entrenched camp; if fo, at the fame moment both armies 
mutt have been retreati tits EA 6a 39 


An exadt Bill of Fare, « bn. 
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Quick as thought they've chanig’d places and balanc’d fe 


well, 
No eyes could difeover which rofe or which fell. 
So, good news on bad flowing faft, Jeft us here, 
Not knowing if luck or misfortune was near. 
We determin’d, at length, by a brifk fen de j0i¢, 
The effeéts of Prince Cozourc’s retreat to defiroy. 
And prove the advantage we'd clearly obtain’d, 
As Wurmser the lines had at Weiflenbourg gain’d *. 
Thrice we fir’d in the air, thrice like heroes hiuzza’d! 
So loud it muft furely the French have difmay’di—— 
O, winter with icicles crown'd come, to Ghent 
Drive the Fags, and let ws, Gods! to England be fent ; 
How I pant for the period when lock’d in your arms, 
I fhall find axeward for thefe dreadful alarms! 


* At three o’clock in the morning, on the 13th of O@ober, General 
Woemser made his projeted attack on the formidable lines extending 
froti Lauterbourg on the leftbanks of the Rhine,to Weifenbourg, aud the 
. event, after an engagement of fourteen hours, was brilliant and hiccels- 
fil.’ By affault, she Aufriaus, in fix {eparate colamns, carried the nume- 
rousiredoubts which had been conflruéied in front of the Republican 
_ eacampiments, When the largeft was taken the tentg were all found 

ftanding, andthe colours flying in. the front, which, with 26 pieces of 
artillery ot a Jenge Calibre, and « great quantity of ammunition, fell into 
* the tands of the Imperialifts,—The town of Lauterbourg was abandoned 
by'the enemy, and taken poffeffion af about 4 o’clock in the evening, 
Weefisboorg held the aflailants at bay for feveral hours; from the res 

s by which it was defended, the French kept. up a heavy and in- 
ceffant cannonade, and part of the town was-burnt before it was eva, 
cetera fet fire to all their Magazines both in the place 
and at Alftad. 
~/ Whe total lofs fuftained ‘by Gen. Wuxaser, was eflimated at be- 
tween 7,a0d 800 meh in killed avd wounded, while the Republicans 
were reported to'have had above g,000 killed, and near 600 prifoners 
wert:taken by the Auftrians : intelligence of this event was forwarded 
to Prince Conoune, andthe Duke of Youx, at the very moment when 
the Imperialifts, before Maubeuge, had received their,orders to crofs the 
river Sambre, and a feu de joie mh cohfequente was fired juft as the fege 
was raifed, which might have been diftinétly heard by the French gar. 
rifon of Landrecies. ‘ 


LETTER VI. 


Heap Quarters, Anpare, St. Martin, 
Tovrway, Of. a6, 1799. 


The Aid-de-Camp enraged, informs Mijs Lucy of the Infolence difcernable in 
Camp.— High Treafon defined. —widiew to St. Martins, Adieu to Tournay, 

*TIS ftrange all the malcontents gather and join, 

To blame us Mr quitting the plains of Cifoing*. 

And fay that the fafety of Flanders depended, 

On having that frontier completely defended. 

*Tis a comfort however, this proves very plain, 

Their cenfures are groundlefs, and this 1’ll maintain. 

A foldier on fervice muft hardthips endure, 

And has no right to grumble, or mutter, I’m fure. 

Tho’ fore’d in cold weather to fleep on the ground, 

The tents left behind, and no firaw to be found; 

With {carcely a batt horfe allow’d in the line, 

He came here to fuffer, and wherefore repine ? 

He rather thould glory, to fmart in a caufe, 

That crowns his commanders with well earn’d applaule. 

Who can judge by events too, when oft Lucr, mere chance 

Proves we're fore’d to retire where we teantto advance, 

The chapter of accidents, thus without doubt 

Alone, from Menin our confederates forc’d out. 


aires 8! " ™, iis 4 ‘ : 
wit ‘The poielfjon of the plains of Cifiing was deemed of infinite confe- 
quence to the allies; they were particularly favourable to Cavalry and from 
their tion as wellas their proximity to Lille, (¢be willogebe- 
“ingonly. ‘@ quarter from that fortrefs,)troops ftationed there 
could, in a thort time, advance to.any point menaced by the-enemy. 
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E\fe Hanover’s heroes, bewhifker’d and fierce, 

When the French puth’d in carte would have anfwer'd in 
tierce. 

Not a man would have fhewn fuch a daftardly foul, 

As to dance like the Dutch when they pip’d Carmagnol*, 

Apropos, lift to what has been faid of Mynheer, 

By thefe croakers illib’ral, and ever fevere ; 


* «We have made them dance thecarmagnol” is anexyteffion very come 
monly made ufe of by the Republicans, when boafting of their viétories. 
The inhabitants of Adenin, when the Duke of Yorx’s army had received 
orders to move from its pofition, covering that town, foretold, that the 
moment the French were acquainted with the departure of the Britifh, 
they would pay them another civic vifit, and many-of them wifely re- 
moved their property. Ais they fufpeéted, the advanced pofts of the 
corps left in that pofition, compofed of Hanoverian troops and Auf. 
trians, were,on the 21ft of Ofober, affaulted, and the chief efforts of the 
Republicans were direéted again Werwicke and Mount Hallum; the latter 
overlooks Mentn, and once pofieffed, renders the place in fome degree un- 
tenable.» Though repulfed in their firft advances, renewing their at- 
tacks, they, on the ged, carried Wervicke, when, without defending 
Mount Hallum, the allies took up a pofition to proteét Courtray, once 
more abandoning Menin, notwithftanding its works had been repaired. 
and new ones conftracted with great labour. Cifiing was at the fame time 
menaced by detachments from the camp of Madelaine, and the pofts of 
Willem and Nomain were forced, but on the 233, retaken. Their uafuc- 
cefsful efforts in that quarter eoft the French at leait goo men, and the !n- 
ifkillings, with the 16th regiment of Britith light dragoons, allifted 
to repulfe them. A column had alfo advanced from Lille upoa 
Orchies, but was driven back by the Auftrians under Gen. Kray, with 

a tofs of five pieces of artillery... Thefe attacks were made in every di- 
see at once by orders from the National Coavention, and on the ote 
ctachments from their camps near Dunkirk, poffeffed themfelves of 
Furnes, advancing upon Nienport, where they were checked in their ca~ 
reer by inundations. Fort la Knocke, and Dixmude, were at the fame time 
abandoned, and the troops ens ts fell back to yap eateing 
the town of Bruges. ~ 

Intelligence. of Flanders being thus fedioudy sitsinded, arriving on 
‘the ogd, the Duke of Yorx’s army quitted areeshaticiaie ‘and ¢ountere 
marching, was again nas isd Valenciennes. 


im, 
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Who in council affembled, in centrical tent, 
To their fplenetic humours give {narlingly vent; 
But let them beware tho’ they’re free with the Dutch, 
Not to loofen the reins of their tongues over much; 
For we've mark’d them, and Lucy, promotion is fweet, 
So thofe free-fpoken gentry had beft be difcreet. 
They'd ufe OnAnGr’s men they declare, as fmok’d cheele 
Is by dairy maids us’d, who on mice wifh to feize. 
For the Dutch would as furely French armies entice 
To a {nare, as fmok’d cheefe would draw pilfering mice. 
Their allufions are clear as the fun in full blaze; 
They'd as well fay at once our allies run all vant 
And ergo receive tant des vifites Frangoife. 
Such infolence raifes, I own it, my paflion, 
And I can’t for my life, forbear laying the Jafh on; 
Till the ground was mark’d out, as we're told they 
© compiain, 
At having been drenc’d* a few hours in the rain. 
“As if we the elements rul’d, and with eafe 
Could call down fine weather whenever we pleafe. 
The faét was, to pleafe the good folks @ Tournay ; 
In the evening we loung’d to a box at the play, 
And debating on meafures to profper the flate, 
Midnight cilwas confam’d, nor was down prefs’d, till late; 
And thus, by a trifling indulgence in bed, 
Thefe unmerited cenfures—drew on his head. 
i” On the 2 h, the tents were pitched at the camp of Maulde, near St. 
ome and at'g o’clock in the morning on the egth, the troops were put 
more in motion, The diftance they had to march not exceeding 
sanda they reached ‘their ground at Zer, near Tournay, 
ome eas according to all appearances had been expeéted, for 


Sabiag'oe tee eg eh eae fot fome time expoled to drenching 
Jets Dekate Rie ites Of the enoarnpetiest meen out. 
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To ev’ry department they'd lay down the law, 

And canvas the bread, nay the forage and ftraw ; 

*Tis envy, fheer envy, that loud makes them cry, 

And indue’d them an Aid-de-Camp’s cart, by the bye, 

To turn out by main force from their line, ‘twas high 
treafon, 

And this was, forfooth, what they gave for a reafon, 

Their own were by orders forbade to de there, 

And a family man in their hardfhips fhould thare; 

Yet nothing could equal his great condefcenfion, 

To his ¢t devant reg’ment; and wondrous attention, 

As he pafs'd by fome officers chatting together, 

He faid.“ How d’ye do, and remark’d ‘twas fine weather.” 

Br--k W-ts-n they tell us, his deputies too, 

Has left all his intricate bus’nefs to do, 

And hopp’d off to Bruffels, le.coeur toujours gaie, 

While the horfes look pitioufly round them for hily. 

So fharp are their ribs, and fo rough are their coats, 

You perceive that they’vetafted more whipcordthan oats *, 

But Brooxey will tell them a plau/idble tale, 

And make them believe that flail’s no? a flail ! 

To Camphaint to morrew our rout we purfue, 

And bid to the monks of St, Martin’s adieu. 3 

Tt grieves me to leave the good fathers 1 own, 

Where fuch comfort and real enj yar en nt we've known, 


* When at the camp of Maulde no sana auld ue pelibly. eitared : 
for the worn-down and jaded horfes, till the batt men with difficulty 
procured a very {canty portion from the Aufrian commifaries ! 

+ The Saori Ciffoing were, it was apprehended, in poffeffion of the 
French, who hadeflablifhed pofts along the marque from Lille. To ree 
occupy thofe plains, and to retake Adenin, the Duke’s forces were, on the 
27th, in motion, and advanced towards Camphain, 

While Flanders was thus threatened with invalion, the accounts of 
General Wuassex’s operations on the left banks of the Rhine were 
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This change, tho’ unpileafant, I'll bear like a man, 
And make myfelf happy as long as I can. 

All the news, when we're fettled, my charmer fhall hear, 
?Till when, I remain, her adorer fincere! 


favourable, Haguenau was evacuated on the 17th of Odober, and the 
Republicans retreating took up a pofition behind the river Zorn, which 
runs through Brumpt. Perceiving an interval between the advanced corps 
{amounting to about 6 ovo men, formed under Gen, Mazaree's) and the 
main body of the Auftrians, which had puthed on, upon the fall of Ha- 
guaneau, the French paifed the river, and with their whole force affaulted 
Gen. Mazaroe's, with a view, by gaining his flank, of cutting him off 
from the grand army. After an engagement of feven hours, upon Gen. 
Wurmsur’s moving forwards, they recroffed the Zorn, ‘with a lofs of 
above 800 men in killed and wounded, evacuating the heights and tuwa 
of Brumpt, Wuamsur in this affair fulained a lofs of near 400 Aultrians, 
The Prince of Waldech’s corps at the fame time advancing from the polt of 
Serz, along the Rhine, took Drugenbeim, and driving ia the outpotts, ef- 
feted the inveftiture of Fort Louis. The troops behind the Zorn re. 
treated in the night under the very walls of Stra/bourg, and Gen, Wuk x~ 


su x's army encamped within g leagues of that ftrong fortrefe, 
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LETTER VII. 


Hean-Quaarers, Camriain, Now. 8,.2793- 


Advance to Campbain.—Affzir of Lannoi—-Recapture of Menin.—Spirited 
Defence of Nieuport —Redemption of Flanders —Clofe of the Campaign. 


“ ARMS and the man I fing,” whofe Veteran bands, 
Redeem’d from Frenchmans’ gripe, fair Belgia’s lands ! 
O! to defcribe the fcenes, my mufe defcend, 

An humble votary for once befriend. 

Aid him to fhew what valiant troops could do, 

And let his praifetheir glorious fleps purfue. 

Say, how they drove the foe from Ciffoing’s * plain ; 
Their fpeed impeded by the heaps of flain; 


* On the 27th of Oober, an advanced {quadron of the ad, or Queen's 
regiment of dragoon guards, fell in at the village of Sanghin, gyith a pic- 
quet of French infantry, formed of 6 officers, and 150 on their 
retreat acrofs the plains towards Lexernes. They killed near sc onthe {pot, 
and with their broad {words cut up the reft in fuch a manner (as they had 
formed a hollow fquare, and made a brave defence) that not above a 
dozen men efcaped unhurt. In a moft mangled flate, nearly 100 miler- 
able objeéts were brought as prifoners to the Duke’s head-quarters ; an. 
ether fquadron of the Queen’s, and fome Auftrian Huffars, having joined 
in the purfuit. The Jatter troops, keeping back till their enemies were 
thrown into confufion by the Britifh charge, were then guilty of moft 
unpardonable cruclties, for after cutting with their fabres till they had 
tired both hands, by way of refpite from their labours, they drew their 
piftols from their holfters, and fired into the | : of wounded. Every 
poflible affiftance was given to the faffering | rent! men at Ca 
all the furgeons in. the camp were fent | to genie sauede and his 
Royal Highnefs, the commandet in chief, humanely ordered wine and 
food to be diftributed amongft them, ere they were carried off to Tour- 
nay. Inftances of ferocity, and more than favage barbarity, in the light 
cavalry of his Imperial Majefly, were very frequent : the following is 
one amongit a number that occured during the Campa asi They 
were generally entrufted with Bement of pi and one of 
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‘Till mercy bade the conquerors forbear, 

And as they knew to vanquifh, know how to fpare. _ 
My heroics muft charm you, dear Luce, I contend, 

Yet I think to my old ftyle again I'll defcend. 

The fublime to the Cheefe’ Mongers paffeth away, 

While Crampo like this, lives its year anda day. 

Be it mine to compofe then in durable lays, 

As I ne’er could the drooping furvive of my bays ; 

One fprig, midft my laurels will flourifh I hope, 

Tho’ I aim not with Anna Matilda to cope ; 

Nor have I, like fair Laura, my Trumpet, to tell 

How my works are admir’d, by that Oracle Bei! 

Permit not, dear Lucz, any blue flocking dame, 

To bandy about my unfortunate name ; 

Where Deta’s triumphantly feated in flate, 

Spare, fpare me the curfe, on his nod to await. 

Rather into the fea let my letters be thrown, 

To NeefOne direfted, and pendant a ftone. 

But I feel myfelf rous’d, ’tis a call from the Mufe, 

And your time with digreffions, no more I'll abufe. 

Mok wonderful feats * fince my laft we’ve atchiev’d, 

Have re-taken Menin, and Nieuport have reliev’d.. 


them having charge of a wounded officer, reined in his horfe as he was 
conduéting him, and prefenting a piftol and ball cartridge, ordered the 
unfortunate Republican to load and then return it. His wifhes were 
complied with, and the wretch, in cold blood, blew out the unproteéted 
Freonks brains with the contents ! 
ner: Watmoven had, on the 26th of Odober, advanced to 
himfel? 








* occupied th fy Menin, an attack to re-occupy that town was, un 
der his direé i d to have taken place upon she 28:5, in con= 
jundtion with the under General Busne, at Warcoin, and that com- 
manded by the ; De Wvams, near Thorout. The Rew 

toe 5 cig Si images 


at the head of the forces which had re= 
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Driv’n the French from Lannoi, ina ftyle Brittamique, 
And depriv'd of five guns La Nouvelle Republique, 
But my friend, in whofe temper is feen to unite 

The lion and lamb loft his arm in my fight. 

In the field, who on earth more courageous could be, 
In camp who fo mild, who fo oe as he? 


port, General De Worms fell back <a Goiftel, to cover Bruges and 
Onends confequently the attack om Menin was delayed. 
uport was garrifoned hy the 53dregiment of Britifh infantry, muf> 

tering at the time about 4,090 men, and two weak buttalions of Heffian 
infantry, under Colonel De Wukmn, the commandant. The firft aps 
prouches to invelt the fortrels were made by two columns of Repnb* 
licans from Dunkirk, wpon the aad of Oftober; and the E and 
Heflians occupying Furnes, were, after making avery fteady reliflance, 
driven back by afuperior force. Under a heavy fire kept up upon them, 
till they reached the very gates of Nieuport, they retreated in the greateft 
order. A few thot and thells were then difcharged againft the town ; 
the befiegers, however, without having done much damage, were driven 
back by the firing from the ramparts. In the night they conftrufied a 
temporary banguette, and mounting a few field pieces and howitzers, afier 

an incffeétual fummons, on the 23d, fired brifkly on the place. , Re- 
pons was then had to the inuadations, which ebliged the Republicans 
to change their ground, and filing round by Furnes they took up a pom 
fition on the coatt fide of Nieuport. Advancing to the number of about 
2,008 men, upon the egth, they carried feveral of the oyt-works, keep~ | 
ing up an inceffant fire of mufquetry from day-break till five o'clock in 
the evening, when darknefs foreed them to defift. The s3d loft on 
that day Liewe. Latham, and 12 rank and file in killed, and Capt. Fer- 
gufon, and g2 in wounded. Under cover of a farm houfe, and an ex. 
tenfive barn, the French conftruéted in the night, a formidable battery, 

"and at day-break on the 26th, opening feveral heavy guns and mortars, 

commenced, and inceffantly continued, the bombardment of the fortrels, 
whicb was much deftroyed, and many of the houfes e« into heaps 
of ruins. pig = Sh ; 
_ Qa the 28th, the firing was paiticularly’brifly 2 and on ake 2th, Sir 
Cuarirs Gary having arrived with reinforcements at Oftend, dif 
patched Major General Duwpas with the 42d 
companies to fupport the garrifon ; ammunition and a 
were alfy forwarded te Admiral M'Bxipe. They-a 








had retreated, chs gto found to be the 
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My fketch, fure, moft clearly, muft Tuornton* difplay, 
His name I infert, as it honours my Lay ; 


, 


cafe. -They left behind them 4 of the Britifh iron a4:pounders (aban 
doned on the retreat from Dunkirk) amd 2 mortars. 

In addition to the Britifh killed and wounded on theasth, the gad 
had on the 29th, 1 ferjeant killed, and 2 men wounded, The Heilians 
had 4 privates killed ; 4 officers, # fargeon, 6 ferjeants, and 29, privates 
wounded, Captain Witsow of the Britifh artillery, and about go men 
under his command were conftantly employed, both day and night, and 
gained the highelt credit. 

From the extent of their encampment, the forces, colleéted for this 
enterprize, could not have amounted, it was thought, to much lefs than, 
8,000 men. Had Nieuport fallen, the French would have immediately 
advanced upon Oftend, where, as it was the principal depor of the Briti/> 
army, they would in a few bours have burnt the ftores and fhipping in 
that port, which could not poflibly have been removed. ‘The fpirited 
defence, therefore, made by the garrifon of Nieuport, and the timely, 
arrival of Sir Cuaxres Grex’s forces, faved many millions to this 
country, 

* The recapture of Menin being ftill determined upon, as a meafure. 
abfolutely neceflary ; reinforcements were fent to Licut. Gen. Byste,, 
who had regained the poft of Moucron; and Genl. Wa1monen was 
direéted on the egth to advance upon the town, while General Bust» 
with his corps, attacked Mount Hallum. ‘To create a diverfion, and draw 
the attention of the Republicans from the real obje& of the confederates 
two battalions of Auftrians, with two. twelve-pounders and fome how- 
itzers, under the command of Major General Werneck, with the flank 
battalion, and that of the gd regiment of Britifh guards, a {quadron of 
the 11th, and one of the 2 sth light dragoons, with alfo.two 12-pound- 
ers and fome howitzers, forming a detatchment under the direétion of 
Gencral Anzrckomuir, poceeded to attack Lenni, which the French 
having defended by entrenchments, occupied with a force of 1,500 men, 
The twelve-pounders were brought wp within a fmall diftance of the 
town, and a brik, and well dire&ted fire commenced, which was ane. 
fwered by the French; Captain SuTHerxann ating as engineer ia 
chief, was ftruck by a cannon ball, while riding in front of the gd regi 
ment of guards, hefurvived bis wound but afew moments, Lieutenant 
Tnoxnran had the direétion of onc of the twelve-pounders, from: which 
hehad, with great effect, kept up an uninterrupted fire upon theenemy + 
it was thought right to bring up to that point a howitzer, and the mo- 
ment bis gun was filenced on that account, he perceived the French artils 
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Yet tho’ true to its aim, was the mifthievous ball, 

That he ftill may futvive, is the with of us all. 

We've tg mourn too the fall of our chief enginecr, ey 

Urg'd by, zeal forth he fallied, a brave Volunteer ! 

Much merit accompanied Sutherland's Shade, 

And dearly, alas, for hi valout we've paid. 

So alluring his manners, full many a tear, ' 

When fiis fate is antioutived, will be drapp’d ob his bier. 

As @PMPalkin prowls forth, when by thadows,of night, 

Conéeal’d, tifttid mdufe from thy far piercing fight ; 

With caution draws near, of her prey making fure, © ow 

Whién moft the Hat} firitied the covert {ecure: 

Or, as {portimen in dileace the thickets furround, 

And fpread their ¢lofe nets; when the covey they've 
found, = 


lery-tntn tarerfe the off bppofed to him; and thoytook aneith fo ac. 
cirite, that his right atin was tartied off upon the firldifeharge. 

| Upon thé guts beiig adviticed ill Hearer'to the town, the Prenth if 

irrifon gave way, filiig Of in two diviliovs towards Life, and towards 

Roubsix. "Phe light dragbolis were ealled for, and purfued thetn; chargs 
ing Over trées Which had been elit down, forming a kind of abbatis before 
the place. “Néarly 160 meh were killed and wounded by the cavalry, 
and théy rethrned with $5 mage prifoners, The Auflrians took alfo near 
106 prifotiers; and the Gazeutes vorputed the total lofsof the Republi> 
cahs at Between # and goo men in killed, ‘The Imperislifis and Bris 
tith troops fuffered but little in comparifon, as the place was carried en. 
tively by 2 cathonade; and the infantry, forming to protefthe guns, were 
bul little expofed; only 2 privates. ofthe ghards were wounded, 1 pris 
-Vate OF thé light dtagoons was killed, ands Were woundeds Lieutenant 
Rurattroxn-of theengincers; advanced with the light caveli yy and, 
riiltakett fot a Freachmanj owing» to his wearing at tlic time over his 
uviiform a p/ain bine furtout, received a coup de fabre on the head from \ 
one Of the Brita light dragoons, while humanely endeavouring to. fave 
thé life of 4 wounded Republican officer. 

~ As is not unfrequently theyfeine attact was bere moreferious 
than that which it was alone i to favour, for, the night preced-. 
ing the affair of Lannci, Menin had been evacuated, and the Republicans 
retired et the fame time from before Ypres. ; 

. . Oe 
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. In vairi fearful tremblers! ye flutier and beat’ 

Your brealts ’gainft the loopholes, to force a retreat. 

“No more, for tight drawn, the circuitous fnare 

Shall your pinions refounding divide the light air : 

. So, the Auftrians came pounce on the French at Mar- 

_ chiennes,* 3 

_ Ere Luna had flole to Endymion again, 

The double fnak'd rod had been wav'd o'er each head, 

Ev'ry man was furpriz’d, and was raus’d from"his hed. 

» Their livesto fecure, to a convent they flew, 
Perceiving the Kaifers already in yiew. : 

At difcretion furrender'd, and mercy was fhewn, 

For a foe once fubdued, as a foe’s no more known: 


* Marchiennes, a town within 3 leaguesof St. Amarid, was fill 
in the polfeffion of the Republicans, who had adyanced from Dewai. 
Eight battalions of Auftrian infantry were therefore d, wader 
General Kray tq march and di them, This force, divided in- 
to 3 columns, cach preceded by 2. qficers and 40 volunteers, fap 
| by 399 men, was put in motion, ot midaight on the agth, and at 
_ fame times four columns were detached by General Orzo, from Denain fur 
0 Efeaut, that the place might be aflaulteg on all fies 4¢ once. . The iat- 
ter troops werc, howcyer, dilcovered by the French picguets, and pre~ 
vented from accomplithing their es x ( 
one column keeping: along: 
others advancing upon séeir 








MEF 


Cyas6 *) 


Thus Flanders is clear’d ;* and thus glorioufly ends 
This Campaign, and we vifit the Fathers, our friends. 


® Thus was fruftrated the menaced invafion of the low countries in 
every dire&ion, and the late feafon “of the year, as well.as the heavy 
tains then prevalent, induced Prince Conoune to determine upon plac- 
ing the troops in winter quarters. ‘Thofe with the Duke of Yorx by 
marching and cownter-marching, were much harraffed, though | 
they had not, fincg the retreat from Dunkirk, been as much in fire as theic 


Such wag the wetnefs of the feafon, while they were encamped near 
Camphain, that the foldiers every morning might be feen dading the wa- 
ter from their tents by Aatefulls; ‘they were but fcantily provided 
with fraw, and seinenls fell rapidly fick; two or three men of the 


giment, who, the preceeding day, appeared in perfect health. The ge- | 
neral hofpital at Tournay was filled with invalids, and the inattention 
to their. comforts, which has fince arifen to fuch a fhameful height, was f ‘ 
even at that early period of the war confpicuous in the medical deprate 
ment. Two men were often placed in the fame bed, the one complain. | 
ofa dyfentery, theothet of a putrid death to both patients ufually #7” 
ne from fuch ignorance, added Pack Boe inftances of inhuman treat- 
ment and negleé&, and the mortality was confequently great. Sour Bure 
gundy, which was fubitituted for port wine, as it could be purchafed at |~ 
the rate of about ten-pence a bottle, was the only liquor ferved out tothe ne! 
fick, heightening in genera/ their diforders : and a regimental furgeon who | 4) 
had the eweaknefs to feel for his fuffering fellow creatures, pafling through ) 
Sy the hofpital one day, when abfent from the camp, to vifit the patients of |” 
‘his own battalion, was called on to procure them water to moiften their 
parched lips, as they had not, they declared, for many hours, been 
furnithed with a drop of any kind of liquid! © 
** Quit talia fando, temperet a lachrymis.P”” 
The Britifh army entered their winter cantonments on the gth of Nov, 
an ak ey and ar battalions, occupying: Tournay, where | 


~The ca of inn he banks of the Rhine conti- a 







nued favourable ; on the 25th of C pright wing of the army ES 
re tera WormszR’s corps, | 
with a lofs of ed quantity of tents and. mili- er 
tary flores ; the Auftrians gained alfo an important pofi- 
tion at Wantzenau, within’ by ae Strafbourg. Wurmser was © 

~ Gn his turn attacked in us points upon the 27th, but repulfed his 


affailants, si ipaeer es fe the Republicans, in both engagements, 
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To-morrow, in triumph, we enter Tournay, 

The cooks and the mules are already away. 

My laurels, fweet Girl, foon expe& at your feet! 
Yn the curricle, how we thal! dafh thro’ each ftrect | 
Make ready the elegant neat vis-a-vis, 

That holds fo exaétly my Lucy and me ; . 
Trim—bit halt, filly pen, nor prefume to declare, 
Ali the boundlefs delight I fhall tafte with my Fair ! 














was computed at not lefs, in killed, wounded, and miffing, than 3,000 
men. 

Fort Lonis was bombarded on the 10th of November, and, after fuf- 
taining a fiege of four days, furrendered to the Auftrians, who had 24 
men killed before the place, and about go wounded; the garrifon con- 
fifted of 4,000 men, they were made prifoners of war, and r1a_ pieces of 
artillery of different callibres; 15 caiffons, and a large fupply of live 
ftock, fell alfo into the hands of the befiegers. 

‘To return to the low countries, the French had collected in force at 
Poperinge ; and Colonel Saris, the commandant of Ypres, with a part 
his garrifon, fallied forth in order to diflodge them, on the 16th of 
November : without any lofs on his fide, he took poffeffion of the poft, 
making 4 officers, and 40 privates, prifoners of war ; the main body hav- 
ing retreated upon the firft appearance of his troops. 
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_ AUSTRIAN INFANTRY. 


THE drefs of the Auftrian Infantry. is, a white jacket — 
that buttons ftraight down to the waift, with coloured 
collar, cuffs, and fkirts turned back, before and behind, 
The difference between the -Hungarians and the reit, 
confifts merely in the former wearing pantaloons, and 
{hort half4boots (as defcribed in the plate, which fhould 
have been called, an Hungarian battalion-man) and 
the latter being cloathed in white breeches, and long 
black gaiters, like the Britifh. The corps of O‘DonnuL 
have green jackets, with red pantaloons, and inflead of 
finall leather, wear Huffar caps. The other fri corps are 
chiefly cloathed in grey, or green. In the frontifpiece 
to vol. 11, the foldier is faced round, to fhew his pouch, 
accoutrements, and method of tying the hair. The front ” 
of the leather caps ¢urnsdown, to guard the face from 
the /un, and, in wet weather, the back of the neck from 
rain. When in aétion the foldier ufually turns ‘the 
plate behind, lef its glittering fhould attraét the notice. 
of the enemy. Their parade drefs is in the plates 


__ alone deferibed ; on duty, in camp, ‘or on a march (ex- 
“) cept in the heat of fummer, when it is neatly rolled up, 


and flung over the right der) they at all times wear a 
loofe ftraight-cut great coat, of a light-brown colour, 
and put on their decoulttments above: it. Thus ap-— 


pointed, as their firelocks are not highly polithed, it be- 
" comes cuit for the enemy to afcertain their numbers, 


“or to their approach : in an inftant they can 
throw off this: furtout, and appear ane” neat and 


clean drefled for parade. 
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OF THE 


CAMPAIGN OF 1794: 





LETTER I. 


From Capt. JOHN ————, of bis Royal Highnefs the Commander in Chief's 
Family, to Capt. THOMAS , Miss LUCY LOVEGROVE's 
Savourite Aid-de-Camp in England. é 

Containing an Account of the various Amufements in Winter Quarters, and a 

Defeription of the Ball given at Ghent, in Honour of ber 
BRITANNIC MAJESTY’s Biztu Day. 


Heap Quaarens, Guin, Fan. 20, 1794. . 


IN England, alas ! I’ve no kind hearted fair 
To greet me with fmiles, and a welcome prepare ; 
No Lucy to dazzle my fight with her charms, 
To meet me at Dover,* and fly to my arms. 
Yet envy has never once enter’d my breaft, 
And I truly rejoice that my friend is fo blefs’d ; 
Inferior our pleafures, yet ftill I’m content, 
With the trifling amufements afforded by Ghent. 
j The reception t we met with, I needs muft confefs, 
i Lack’d much of their wonted extoll’d politefle ; 





_"_ # Alluding to a letter, fupprefid, from Mifs Lucy Lovrcrove’s fa« 
| vourite Aid-de-Camp, to his friend, upon his landing at Dover. 
+ When the js marched through Ghent on their way to join 
* Prince Conourc’s army in April 1793, they were ufhered into the town 
__ by bells ringing from every fterple, amidft the loudeft acclamations of 
© the inhabitants, The Nobleffe were anxious to have officers: 
upon their houfes, and overwhelmed them with civilities, The places of 
VOL. Il. Y B # 
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Till finding Joun Bu xt on his rights would infift, 
The Ghentois agreed ‘twas in vain to perfift. 
“ Que faire ? ces Anglois font des Gens entetés!”’ 
And wide flew their doors without further delay, 
Dripping wet our poor men obtain’d roofs o’er their heads, 
And tafted once more the enjoyment of beds. 
Good barracks * and beef will their vigor reftore, 
And make them as ftout as our Britons of yore ; 
But let me, dear Tom, ere I finifh my {crawl, 
An outline attempt of our elegant ball. 
For a fortnight preceding this grand celebration, 
Our buftling denoted fuperd preparation : 
What profufion of pheafants and woodcocks were feen, 
That render’d their lives up, to honor the Queen ; 
All the ftreets round Head Quarters with feathers were 
And many a mother bewail’d her fond brood. [ftrew’d, 
F¥——x anxious that all should ‘be perfeétly nice 
Lent both his French Cook, and his friendly advice ; 
But what guefts fhould be bidden, and where draw the 
Were delicate quntions and hard to ) define, [line, 





public amufement were thrown open, and shane gens’ to welcome the ‘ 
Britifh troops, and paya proper compliment to their Commander in 
Chief. It muft however be recolleéted, they were then birds of'paflage; 

far different was the reception they met with when they entered the 
‘town to take up their fettled winter the «6th of December, 
after a fatiguing march in rainy v rt Many of the officers might | 
have paffed the night in the open neat had — cad not forcibly made 
their quarters good. 

* The barracks at Ghent ss illeltina dake Ricans ca it was no 
littleluxury tothe poor foldiersto find themfelves infuch fnugand comfort- 
able births, after toiling through’a fevere and_harraffing Campaign ; ann 

_ the clofe of which, their tents had been pitched upon fuch marhhy $y 

ground, that they were generally, owing to the frequent and heavy rains, * 
“half fal, of water. eu Tournay, aed ik 

Ghent the fick lift decreafed daily, My. 


{ 3) 


At length ‘twas decreed, * Countefs M—r—y fhould fix 
Who were worthy with fo many Gwandees to mix; 

And an Aid-de~-Camp poft was immediately fent 

To crave her advice, Supreme Ruler of Ghent. 

Without any diftin&ion, the faid that each friend 

Of her own, and the Bifhop’st, was fit to attend : 

But the Bourgeois, mechanical filthy Cannaille, 

Mutt all be excluded, to do things ix flyle. 

Jack M4 x@ty was voted M. C. for the night, 

As then we were certain that all would be right; 

What man for the flation fo proper could be? 

So aftive, well bred, or fo graceful as he? 

A grand feu-de-joie in the morning, was fir'd 

By horfe and by foot, which was greatly adinir’d ; 

It fmoothly went off, indeed how could we doubt it, 
When Sir J—m—m—’s fucceffor, /uch pains took about it- 
He fhew’d them the method to march, form, and wheel, 
Till he blunted his pen}, though the point was of ftecl! 


* Countels M-~n-—y gave very elegant weekly parties, and was re- 
garded as the leader of fafhion and etiquette at Ghent. Cards and 
dancing took their turns alteinatcly, but upon a -hint from the Duke, 
the tables were fent up ftairs to the lumber garret, and the fiddlers were 
decreed a permanent fitting every Wednefday Evening. Her hufband 
s an old bee age PA ae and either Deputy 

overnor Ty or officiating in that capaci ity. 

+ The Bithop of Ghent commana his carcer in life as a Soldier, and 
though:he had exchanged the fword for the crofier, he ftill retained a 


natural partiality forthe military, ar ibuted much to the amufe- 
“wcteef haollicetsia geretion, he aE A. general 
invitation for the ball had been givento all thofe ladies and gentlemen 






of the were admitted to hi t as it was afterwar 
Saree rami ret 7 sim rat 
many who, paid f been tacaded jn the general inwitation, were 
banks o the cavalry op. ks. The orders given 
fe by Genctal C—o, were fala long a8 thole iffued by 


net 
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The Ba!l-Room was crowded with fafhion at night, 
And the coup d’ail fill’d ev’ry one’s heart with delight. 
For there’s fomething in women, when fet off by drefs, 
More exquifite far than I’ve words to exprefs; 
And furely, that poet no judgement could boaft, 
Who faid, unadorn’d beauty triumphs the moft. 
After all our precautions you'll fcarcely believe 
The Direftrefs a little Bourgeoife* fhould oa 
Yet fuch was the fa€t, and upright ftood ea her, 
While the and her name-fake confulted together. 
All the company fhewing ftrong marks of furprize, 
On the handfome intruder at once fix’d their eyes; 
Some declar’d that the room, like her hufband’s own fhop, 
Smelt ftrong of the true Affa Feetida drop. 
Jack M—r—v at length though it gave him great pain, 
As his duty requir’d, undertook to explain; ' 
And advanc’d with a minuet flep, to declare 
He was forry to fay, fhe’d no right to be there. 
This created a buftle and whifp’ring about, 
And at length the poor Drug-feller’s wife was turn’d out; 
Jack made his report in due form, with a bow, 
And a {mile of delight fmooth’d the Countefs’s brow. 
The Deputy M. C. well pleas’d, undertook 
Round the room with the utmoft attention to look ; 
To fmell out Bourgeois, and to keep the coaft clear, 
By the help of a ftrapping raw-bon’d Grenadier; 


Prince CosOurc, to the different pgp y Auftrians, advancing 
to the attack of Famars, previous to the iture of Valenciennes! 

* The wife of an Apothecary at Ghent, obtained a ticket from one 
of the officers quartered upon her hufband’s houfe: but as the Nobleffe 
and the Bourgeois move in different {pheres, her appearance was con- 
Rrued into an infult to the Ariftocratic blood of all thofe, who related 
in the moft diftant manner to a Count, or Marquis, enrolled them{elves 


{ 5) 


And with perfeét fang froid, bowing fhew’'d to the ftreet, 
An unfortunate ftranger* he happen’d to meet: 

’Tis needlefs to fay, who and who danc’d together, 
How they glanc’d at the fafhions and talk’d of the weather ; 
My partner lifp’d {mall talk, I heartily thank her, 

As glibly as thofe at the Crown and the Anchor. 

At Brighton, at Tunbridge, at Bath, or Almack’s, 
There was never a greater difplay of click clacks; 
While Cogremont fhew’'d off her elegant paces, 

Pr—ce J——wn gaz’d, enraptur’d, on fo many graces ; 
And many a fair one from Bruffels was feen, 
Overloaded with withes of life to the QueenT. 

Like Dervizes, all thefe fair Flammandes gain force, 

In the Valtz t, as they {pin in their whirligig courfe: 

So rapid their motions the tharp-fighted lover, 

In vain tries his favourite’s face to difcover. 

Tho’ I mention it laft, of our pleafures not leaf, 

The fupper § at length was announc'd; fuch a feaft! 


under the banners of nobility. “The difmiffion of this little intruder, 
was attended with rather unpleafant confequences to the officers in gar- 
rifon, as they had previous to that epoch, been admitted to the Bour- 
gcoisaffemblies, but were afterwards univerfally excluded, and depri« 
ved of many other pleafant parties. 

* This gentleman, (an Emigrant of fome rank) was enquiring the way 
to the fupper-room, when a door was pointed out leading to the ftreet, 
which he was told would convey him to the place he was in fearch of, 
nor was it till he was fairly handed down fairs by the guard, that he dif. 
» covered this was a tormenting piece of wit, intended to exclude him 
from the entertainment, as he was fuppofed to have intruded without a 
ticket ofadmiffion, 

“3 Mol of the ladies, in compliment to his Royal Highoes, appeared 
in fearlet fathes, and ornaments ftreaming from their head drefles, with 
the motto of =* Vive la Reine,” embroidered upon them. 

t A favourite German sean | Se ea the. ‘Balls and 

Flanders, 


Ridottos in ; 
‘ upper the merr mat ed, il atinnssl lsh. 
tin bells ware beard tal ir Ea UN IF caper ates 
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* 
Grenadiers made their entré, with each a hot difh, 
And feem’d for a tafte moft devoutly to wifh: 
*Midft pyramids, figures, and tropes emblemiatic, 
Each dainty was ferv’d up, land, air, and aquatic: 
The wines of all forts were acknowledg’d the beft, 
And gave to the whole a moft excellent zeft. 
I with’d from my heart you'd been here, but no doubt 
While with Lucy in England fuch pleafures you {cout ; 
And who can expeét that fhe’ll lengthen your chain, 
Till Mars calls us forth to the buftling Campaign. 
The flays in Ghent but a few days at rioft, [roaft; 
And Pr—c—rE Jan * in his abfence, of courfe tiles the 
I ftill fhall remain, as we're certain to find 
Winter Quarters delightful, his tafte’s fo refin’d; 
And now my dear Tom, I muft haften to drefs, 
Remaining your’s truly as words can expréfs. 





bedizened as they were from the animating Ball-Room, to the gloomy 
Cloiten from their Sprightly partners, to the rigid Monks. 

# His Royal Highnefs the Commander in Chief quitted Ghent Feb 6, 
and though Pi—ce JN, ifi bis abfence did the honours at hondiciee:- 
tors, the late Sir Williati ExsktNe commanded the troops in garrifon, 
and often entertained thein with little {prightly dances, made up upon the 
{pur of the moment. At one of thefe a ludicrous circumflance occurred. 
Not Being able to procure partiers for the ladies, an ordetly ferjeant was 
difpatched to tellall the officers he met with, thatthe Commandant wanted 
them immediately. The meflage being accidentally delivered to fomeof the 
heavy cavalry, they haftened to their quarters, and pulled on their Jack- 
boots atid fpurs eden 7 te they wet introduced to the tailics, 
to the great atinoysitce of Gilk gowns and Braffels jace. 

Such were the innocent amufements cf winter quarters; and happy 
would it have been, had they becn the only ones adopted for deftroying 
the cankering Tyrant, Time; but it could hardly be expeéted, that the 
dice-box would remain totally neglected, when fo many idle hours in- 
truded ; hazard tables were kept, Pharo and all his Holt, marcbed into 
Ghent, in the rear Sa eee may ruc | 
the ravages they — A 


LETTER I: 
From Miss LUCY's fawourite Aid-de-Gomp in England, to Capt. JOHN ~, 


at Ghent 
4 | fericus Alarm—A joyful Reprieve. 


_ Prccanrury, Feb, 16, 1794. 


AN idea was ftarted, dear Jack, t’other night, 

Which put your poor friend in a terrible fright : 

#1 felt all my greatnefs and happinefs flown, 

As you well may fuppofe, when the reafon is known ; 
*Twas with confidence ftated our Chief would remain 
On this fide the water th’ enfuing Campaign. 

And Pirr (entres nous ) it was pointedly hinted, 
Tow’rds the Marquist from India, had frequently {quinted. 
All things put together, bets ran five to four, 

The would return to the army no more ; 

That a council was fummon’d to mieet and determine, 

If again we fhould march to extirpate the vermin. 

My {ufferings I will not pretend to relate, 

I flew out from Brooxes’s, and curs’d my hard fate : 
Not Lucy herfelf could my anguifh allay, 

Tho’ the look’d moft alluring hi handfome that day! 

But neither her fmiles nor the bottle, could cure 

The pangs of fufpence I was doom’d to endure. € 
All night long I tofs’d to'and fro in my bed, 

Thofe five va words never out of my head. 
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“The * flays at home,” and you'll readily think 
Their magic prevented my fleeping a wink : 

But joy, my dear Meflmate, the die has been caft, 
We're firm in the faddle in fpite of what's patt. 

Pitt harrangued, and declar’d fhould his Highnefs by 
Fall into the hands of thefe Mifcreants of France; [chance, 
From the thoughts of what madnefs might urge them todo, 
He fhrunk, and the piéture heid up to his view, 

Shew’d the K—c, and the Nation deploring the fate 

Of the Champion now fafe, and the caufe of debate. 
True, Prrt, faid our S—v—cn, but happen what may, 
His laurels fhall never be wrefted away, 

A noble example to Britons! again, 

He fhall lead them to glory—new conquefts obtain. 

The found of Reprieve, never brought more relief, 

At New Drop, to the foul of a hemp-collar’d thief, 
More joy, not the burfts of applaufe could convey 

To an author awaiting the fate of his play, 

Than was felt by your friend when this news was related : 
No Alderman could be more highly elated 

At the thoughts of rich turtle, or fnug ven’fon feaft, 
Which he eats in idea, three days at the leaft. 

To Brooxes’s I haften’d in high exultation, 

And triumphantly took a confpicuous ftation ; 

With raptures beheld all the knowing. one’s pay 

The odds they had vauntingly ventur'd to lay. 





* weaibdoicns does not appear to have had the leaf idea of 
his Royal Highnefs being appointed Field Marfhall on the Home Staff, 
or he muft have been aware that all thofe enjoyments to which he ap- 
pears fo peculiarly attached, would have been kept up amidit the refines 
meats of Lenton, S16 enjoyed sath a double relifh, 


a a) 


You foon may expeé us, as Joan Butt again 

Is panting to hear of our fecond Campaign : 

By the bye can you give me a hint of Macx’s* plan, 
The papers are full of that wonderful man, 

It feems he’s to fit at the helm in the fpring, 

And fuccefs to our arms by his talents muft bring. 
Well, fomething moft brilliant, I truft will be done, 
And ourfelves have a fhare in the glory that’s won, 
But not.in the danger: we know better things, 
Adieu for the prefent—the dinner-bell rings. 


* General MAcx had been about this period appointed Quarter-Mafler 
General tothe Auftrian Army, under the command of Prince Cosourc, 
His plan for penetrating into the interior of France, it. was gene- 
rally thought would have been fuccefsful, had a fufficient force been 
left to ma/k Lille, and prote&t Welft-Flanders from invafion. Fatal ex- 
perience has fhewn, that while that fortrefs is in the hands of the 
enemy, {uch {chemes are chimerical in the extreme. 

General Mack had been difpatched to confult with the Cabinet of 
St. James’s, and the Britifh Commander in Chief, on the feafability of 
his propofals; and much was naturally expeéted from his well-knowa 
abilities as an Engincer, 


LETTER II. 


Fran Copt. JOHN mm, Aidode-Comp, at Ghent, Ec. €c. 00 Capt. THO» 
MAS » Miss LUCY’s favourite Aidede-Camp in England. 


Adieu to Ghent 1—March towards the Frontiers. 
Heap Quarrers, Guewt, Feb. 22, 1794. 





Pans 


FULL long in the feabbard hath rafted ‘the blade ; 
To the terror of Frenchmen it now is difplay’d ; 
Our banners triumphantly wave in the air, 
And fill ev’ry Carmagnol’s heart with defpair. 
The trumpet re-echoes its warlike alarms, 
The fife thrilly founds, and the drum beats to arms. 
To morrow * we leave all the good folks of Ghent, 
With whom fo much time we have pleafantly {pent; 
_ The Bithop’s {nug parties will ne’er be forgot, 
' "Wherever we ramble, whatever our lot, 


*In confequence of a report that the French were collecting in force on 
the Frontiers, the af detachment fromthe Brigade of Guards, amounting 
to 800 men under the command of Col. Drummonn, marched from 
Ghent to Courtray, Feb. 16; and on the ead, a fecond detachment 
of 200 marched to St. Eloi Vive, and proceeded the next day to join them. | 
The whole Brigade afflembled at Courtray onthe 24th. Thole regiments of 
cavalry which had been in winter quarters with them, were cantoned in 
the villages of Deflelgem, Beveren, Roztheke, Wartegem, Sweveghem, 
and others in the neighbourhood, The Second Brigade had been in 
winter quarters only one month, at Cneetnr? from whence they alfo 
advanced by detachments. 

The moft formidable preparations appeared to have been made 
by the French. The army of the North received a reinforce. 

“ment of 15,000 men from that of the Mofelle; a ftill greater num- 
ber earth the army of La Vendé, and 20,000 recruits from the Re- 
quifitions, enabling PrcuzcRv to mufter 929,000 mea. Thole of the 
Rhine, Alps, and Pyrenhees, were alfo sashes pemee 8p a grand 
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Poor F—x! your French Cook muft be now turn’d away; 
You give up nice difhes, he gives up good pay’; 

As to part with your Louis, you never yet griey'd, 
Provided your flomach faid—* value receiv'd.”” 
Pr—c—e J—n, lucky fellow, remains in the town; 
Left the barracks, fhould after our march, be pull’d down, 
For the Ghentois, you know, are a riotous fet, 

And its well if fafe out of their clutches we get. 

In a {quabble laft night, a Firft Guardfman* was flain, 
And we ftill apprehend they may rife up again. 

Each Aid de Camp foon may expeé fome fnug place, 
To comfort his*age, and to keep him in cafe ; 

No matter if fore'd like his — — to toil, 

In a dung bill his delicate fingers to foil ? 

He'll foon get them fweet, as juflly fuppofes, 
With effence of vi'lets, and otto of rofes. 

Now C the room of Sir J—m—1iMwe fee, 
While Crifw—ran figns thuswith a da/b; D.A.G. 
And H—r—y appears Deputy’s, Deputy. 





total of French Citizens in arms, according to the returns given in by the 
War Minifter, of 78c,coo men, exclufive of thofe in the neighbourhood 
of Paris: The following laconic Epifile was forwarded to Prince Co- 
sourc, from the French Commander in Chief on his taking the 
Field ——— 


, 
“* General, 
I fummon you, in the name of the French Repub- 
lic, to give up immediately Le Quefnoi, Condé, and Valenciennes; or be 
affured I thall attack and vanquifh you, 


3 ry (Sign’d) 
's Pe, PICHEGRU, 


© Some butchers accu(ed the foldiers of having ftolen meat from their 
thops, oe er. setae a Private of the Firlt Guards was 


mortally wounded. 


( 2) 
With fo noble a ftaff to defpond is abfurd, 7 
We thall drive all before us, rely on my word: 
On the throne of poor Bourbon fhall foon place a King, 
And the Democrats down on their marrow-bones bring: 
Vive le Roi will refound thro’ each Rue de Paris, 
And the grand monarque greater than ever fhall be. 
For as Pitt has agreed for the Pruffians* to pay, 
Thirty thoufand at leaft are to join us they fay, } 
And the Keyfers receive reinforcements each day. 
Adieu—to fair Luce, my beft wifhes prefent, 
And thofe of her num’rous acquaintance at Ghent. 


* In thé month of February, feveral {kirmifhes had taken place in the 
neighbourhood of Manheim and Oggerfheim, and the King of Pruffia 
made an offer of augmenting his army on the Rhine, to 80,000 men, 

n condition that the Empire would maintain that army, and furnifh 
; roops with daily rations of bread and forage ; ing at the 
¢ time, to with@raw all his forces in cafe of refu cepting his 
“contingent of 20,000 men, which, as a German i, he was obliged to 
furnifh. The French, upon thefe preparations, #@1 back the Duchy 
Of Deux-Ponts; and the Imperialilts, Saxons, and Heffe Darmfadt troops 
prote&ted the Banks of the Rhine from the lines of Weifienberg to 
Mentz. 

The centre of the grand army under Prince Conourc, covered Condé, 
Valenciennes, and Le Quefnoi. The right, under Cuarrrarzt, was 
proteGted by Tournay, Orchies, and Marchiennes, the left coveri 
Mons and Charleroi. , Britifh occupied Courtray and the nei 
bourhood—Hanoveri Heffians, Furnes, Yypres, Menin, and Nieu- 
port, and a ftrong Candiag commanded by the Auftrian General Beau- 
Lixzv, extended from the Banks of the aoe to Luxemburg, 
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